REMARKS 

By the foregoing amendments the Abstract has been amended to 
correct a typographical error therein. Claims 1-9 have been amended and 
new dependent claims 10 and 1 1 have been added. Thus, claims 1-1 1 are in 
the application. 

Claims 1-9 were rejected in the outstanding Office Action under 35 
U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated by the patent to Kamper, U.S. Patent No. 
6,357,978, as set forth on pages 2-4 of the Office Action. This rejection is 
hereby traversed and reconsideration thereof is respectfully requested in view 
of the above amendments to the claims and Applicant's remarks set forth 
below. 

The present invention is directed to an improved device for indicating 
tension in tension means. A principal application of the device relates to 
securing a load, enabling the user to read off the tension generated in order to 
implement an appropriate tie-down of the load. When a load settles, there 
can also be a loss of the pretension which can also be read from this 
indicator. The present invention is an improvement over assignee's own U.S. 
patent to Kamper, U.S. Patent No. 6,357,978, relied upon in the rejection of 
the application claims in the outstanding Office Action. 

Reference is made in the rejection to Figures 2A and 2B in Kamper as 
being relevant in relation to the claims of the present application. However, 
Applicant respectfully notes there is an important difference between the 
present invention and that of Kamper. The difference relates to the fact that 
within the present invention the spring surrounds the formed piece, while 
within Figures 2A and 2B of Kamper the spring is arranged within the formed 
piece consisting of the two end pieces 16 and 17. Therefore, as a 
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consequence within Kamper the important feature of combining material 
characteristics of the spring and the formed piece is rather impossible while 
within the device of the present invention various combinations are possible to 
achieve different characteristics for measuring the tension force since the 
spring surrounds the formed piece as recited in Claim 1 as amended. This 
relationship is clearly evident by reading the application specification, 
especially in relation to the application drawings. 

Applicant further notes that the present invention was developed 
because with the device of Kamper overload of the spring was possible which 
resulted in damaging the spring and furthermore recognizing the tension was 
difficult within the critical range. An important point as discussed by Applicant 
in the specification is that the spring should not be so strong, because 
otherwise precise recognition of the tension, particularly the pretension when 
securing a load, is not possible. But, as noted in the application specification, 
if the spring is not very strong the danger of damage of the spring is possible 
when the spring is overtensioned Applicant further notes that while taking 
Figures 4 and 5 of Kamper into consideration the deformation of the spring is 
also limited, nevertheless with such an arrangement, further possibilities for 
measuring the tension are practically not possible by this arrangement 
wherein the spring surrounds the rigid web or pin which forms the connection 
between the strap and the tension means. 

The solution provided by the present invention is to arrange the 
additional formed piece in the device between the rigid web and the spring so 
that the formed piece is surrounded by the spring at least in the bite of the 
loop at the closed end of the spring as recited in claim 1 as amended. With 
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the solution, the use of a weak spring is possible and in addition further 
measurements of the tension can be achieved before the spring reaches its 
end position, and damage to the spring is avoided in a second upper range of 
the tension as disclosed and claimed by Applicant. In other words, the 
combination of a spring which surrounds a formed piece makes it possible to 
enhance the measurement of tension. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is respectfully 
submitted that the claims as amended are not anticipated 35 U.S.C. §102, or 
rendered obvious, 35 U.S.C. §103, by Kamper. Accordingly, reconsideration 
and allowance of the claims as amended is requested. 

A Petition for Extension of Time to permit the timely filing of this 
amendment within the first month extension of time is enclosed herewith. 

Please charge any shortage in the fees due in connection with the filing 
of this paper, including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account No. 01- 
2135 (Case No. 635.44669X00) and please credit any excess fees to such 
deposit account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Ronald J. Shore/ 

Ronald J. Shore 
Registration No. 28,577 

ANTONELLI, TERRY, STOUT & KRAUS, LLP 

RJS/kmh 
Attachments 
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